Montrose Museum
What is the Museum?
In 1841 the Montrose Natural History and Antiquarian
Society realised that its lodgings in part of one of the
town’s schools was fast being outgrown by its
collection of geology, natural history, ethnography,
fine art and the hundreds of other items that might
find themselves in a typical Victorian collection. The
museum opened 1842 making it one of the first
purpose built museums in Scotland.
It is now part of Angus Council’s museum service and
the displays and collection have evolved from the
eclectic wonder-shop that it was in the nineteenth
century whilst retaining the atmosphere of a
traditional museum. It is now very firmly locked in the
heart of the community.
What to see
The visitor moves through the Neolithic and Bronze
Ages, to the decorated stones that are the remains of the Pictish civilisation of Circhen, now
Angus. The life of the busy burgh is revealed, its trade, religion and industry including the
famous Montrose Silver and Dryleys pottery. The collection also includes objects illustrating
events in the broader history of Scotland; the Marquis of Montrose, his role as both a
Covenanter and Royalist, the role of Montrose in the Jacobite uprising and the history of the
local militia. The Maritime Gallery has a superb fleet of model shipping, scrimshaws,
whalebone items, flensing tools, harpoons and other relics of the once thriving East Coast
whaling industry.
The museum also houses an art gallery with a lively programme of changing exhibitions from
the museum’s collection of paintings and sculptures by local artists such as William Lamb,
and from local community groups. There are also a series of afternoon talks, children’s
activities and occasional evening events.
When to Visit
Mon-Sat 10.00-17.00
Closed 25-26 Dec and 1-2 Jan

Sales area, WC, disabled access to upper floors
No entrance charges

Contact us on 01674 673232 or montrose.museum@angus.gov.uk
Montrose Museum
Panmure Place
Montrose
DD10 8HE

Every Object Tells a Story..
This fine model ship was made by prisoners
of war during the Napoleonic Wars. The
model is intricately carved from animal bone
and whatever materials were to hand.

Why not visit other museums in this area? Find out more at www.taysidemuseums.org.uk

